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INTRODUCTION

The Sixth Form at Garden International School aims to provide high quality academic courses to enable high-achieving students to gain admission to the best universities in the world.

The purpose is to provide students with the very best qualifications and the opportunities to experience non-examined activities with the aim to develop the well-rounded skills that make you more marketable to top universities; we do not provide a way of getting into lower calibre universities in the minimum possible time.

The size of the Sixth Form is deliberately kept small in order to provide small classes with high quality teaching and to give each student the individual support and guidance necessary to achieve success.

The purpose of this prospectus is to give you the information about the courses we offer.  As far as possible the timetable is designed to meet the individual needs and choices of students.    

Final decisions about which courses to take may well have to be delayed until August when you receive your IGCSE results.  However, to help both you and us to plan ahead, you should be getting ready to make a broad commitment to the next stage, bearing in mind that the final details of your subject choices may still be a little uncertain.

Read and consider carefully the information given in this booklet.  If you are already a student at Garden International School, discuss your choice of courses with your teachers.  If you are not currently a GIS student then you will need to discuss your proposed choice with the Head of Sixth Form, Mr. Steve Ellis.

We look forward to welcoming you into the Sixth Form and hope that you maximise the opportunities available and realise your potential.  You will you will have to work hard but the rewards will be enormous.

THE SIXTH FORM

AT GARDEN INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL
An international education for the global citizen

Mission Statement

The mission of the Sixth Form at GIS is to provide a challenging academic environment that prepares high-attaining students for admission to international universities of the highest standing.

Qualities of the GIS Sixth Form

Academic Excellence

The Sixth Form curriculum is based on AS and A-level courses using the Cambridge International and Edexcel exam boards, recognised for admission to the world’s top universities.  All students are expected to develop as independent learners via a problem-based approach to learning.  Teaching groups are small and high standards of work are expected of all students.

Individual support and flexibility

The intake to the Sixth Form is deliberately kept small in order to enable individual curricular and pastoral guidance and support to be provided to each student.  Courses and subject combinations are tailored to meet the individual needs and choices of students.

Holistic education emphasizing the development of leadership skills

Membership of the Sixth Form is not only about achieving good academic results but also developing individual talents and social skills.  GIS Sixth Formers are expected to be the future leaders of national and international businesses and organizations and are given training and experience of leadership within the school.

Culture and Ethos

The GIS Sixth Form is not a college environment.  Students do not have the degree of freedom found in a college, but nor are they treated like children. Students are expected to show the standards of dress, hard work and responsibility appropriate to a professional working environment.

International

GIS is dedicated to preparing young people for life in an international community and work in a global economy.  This extends to Sixth Formers who are encouraged to see their futures as part of this ever-changing international world.

Security

All courses take place in the secure GIS campus at Bukit Kiara.  Sixth Form students start the day with registration at 7.40am, with the rest of the school.  They are required to remain in school until 2.20pm, unless they have private study periods at the end of the day when they may leave after lesson 6. In an increasingly insecure world, the GIS Sixth Form provides residents of Kuala Lumpur with high quality preparation for higher education without the need to travel abroad or consider the uncertainties of boarding education.

CHOOSING A-LEVELS - MAKING THE RIGHT CHOICES FOR YOU

Entrance to university in the UK or elsewhere in the world has changed dramatically over the past few years.  There are far more universities now and there is a much wider range of courses available.  There are at present more university places available than students seeking a place.  Requirements for entry into Australian institutions are often different from UK institutions.  You should seek the advice of the Head or Deputy Head of Sixth Form to check on whether this is the case for your preferred degree subject.

Most universities will expect students to have a GCSE/IGCSE grade C or better in English and Mathematics.

Combinations of A-Level subjects are still required for the more competitive degree courses, but many universities are encouraging students to diversify their subject choice and to choose subject combinations which in the past would not have been acceptable, e.g. a mixture of arts and science subjects. Students select 4 courses in Year 12 to study at AS-level and normally drop one as they enter Year 13 to focus on 3 full A-levels.
Not many courses require more than two compulsory A-Levels so the third and fourth subjects can often be a free choice which may reflect your real bias of interest in courses and careers.

But beware, if you apply for a particularly competitive degree course, admissions tutors can be very selective and may generally prefer specific subjects’ combinations.

Grades awarded range from A to E at both AS and A2.  These grades attract the following points on the new UCAS tariff

AS:
A
60
A2:
A
120


B
50

B
100


C
40

C
80


D
30

D
60


E
20

E
40

A typical entry requirement for a UK university maybe 300 points.  This could be achieved in a number of ways but with the insistence that at least 2 subjects have been studied at the A2 level.

Australian universities have their own point system for A-Levels, they are yet to recognize AS’s and will base their offer of a place on your performance in 3 A-Levels.

The systems adopted by the US and Canada are difficult to summarise as institutions do not adhere to a common system.  It is best to approach an individual institution about its entry requirements and application process.  As well as being widely accepted, A-Levels have the advantage of earning credits on most North American undergraduate degree programmes.

Combinations of subjects are especially important for science subjects.  If three subjects are being studied, the usual combinations are:

· Mathematics, Physics, Chemistry

· Physics, Chemistry, Biology

· Mathematics, Chemistry, Biology

· For medicine and medical careers, you will need a minimum of 2 science subjects, ideally you should have Chemistry (often compulsory), Biology or Mathematics.

· For most engineering and technological courses you should have Mathematics and Physics.

· Further Mathematics may be useful if you plan on engineering or economics courses.

It is now perfectly acceptable to mix the arts and science subjects, provided you check which subjects you will need e.g. many universities encourage prospective engineering students to take a language alongside Mathematics and Physics.

A science/arts/humanities mix is evidence that the student has a breadth of interest and knowledge, a quality that is increasingly more appreciated by many universities and employers.

Mathematics at A or even AS level will always be a useful qualification.

Alongside two science subjects, the third A-Level could be a subject relevant to the business world such as Economics, Business Studies, Computer Studies or even Art and Design in the newer universities.

Outside the science subjects, universities are much more flexible about the A-Level subjects that are acceptable as entry qualifications.

For arts and humanities degrees, certain well established combinations are regarded as effective preparation, e.g. any combination of English, History, Geography, Economics and a foreign language.  Mathematics is often a welcome addition to this list especially with Geography and Economics.

In arts and humanities, specific A-Levels in the subject are usually only required for certain courses such as English, Music or a modern foreign language.

At university it is possible to study ‘new’ foreign languages from scratch and often in combination with another subject e.g. Business Studies or Economics.  The range of degree courses combining a foreign language with a science or arts or humanities subject is growing rapidly.

Social science courses have the least emphasis on specific A-Levels.  Mathematics and History are often considered very important for social science courses.  For such courses as Accounting, Business Studies, Computing, Economics, Law, Politics, Psychology, Sociology and Religious Studies an A-Level in that subject is not essential.
To select courses:
Gather information:

Check the content of the subject





Look carefully at new subjects

Check methods of study (module, coursework, projects, examinations, etc)

Ask for advice:
Discuss your suitability for the subject with teachers





Ask yourself what you like about it so much





Discuss the options with your parents





Do you know anyone who has studied the subject?

Look at alternatives:

Which choice suits your career plans best?





Are you leaving the options open or closing doors?





Is this a good combination?

Decide:


Are these choices your own decision?





Do these subjects match your skills?





Does it feel right or are you still worrying?

Choose the subjects you will enjoy, but remember some A-Level courses differ radically from their GCSE/IGCSE course.

Don’t be pressured into taking a subject – think it through for yourself and get impartial advice. Don’t choose what your friends are doing.  Don’t choose the subject because you like the teacher. If in doubt, seek the advice of the Head of Sixth Form or Deputy Head of Sixth Form.
SIXTH FORM SCHOLARSHIPS

Garden International School offers a limited number of scholarships for its Sixth Form A-Level courses.  These will be for either 50% or 25% of tuition fees and normally apply to both years of the full A Level course.

Application for scholarship awards must be made by the student concerned and should consist of a letter of application and supporting statement.  These should be addressed to Mr. Wilson, Head of Secondary.  The letter should describe why the student wishes to join the Sixth Form at GIS. It should also outline his or her future intentions after completing A Levels.  The granting of scholarship awards is the responsibility of the scholarship committee.  The committee’s decision will be final.

The supporting statement should contain, where appropriate, references to the following:

· Academic achievement – predicted grades on the basis of performance in the mock exams

· Students leadership positions: - prefects, house captains, students council, prom committee, Graduation Ball committee, Mufti Day organizing committee, etc.

· Benefits from school trips and activities

· Participation in the International Award, Interact, Model United Nations, etc.

· Sports – leadership, contributions and achievement

· Musical achievements and contributions

· Contributions or achievements outside school and involvement in community service.

GENERAL INFORMATION

Being in the Sixth Form – A Student Not A Pupil

As a member of the Sixth Form at Garden International School you will immediately become part of a caring community, participating with other students in a range of activities from the academic to the sporting and extra-curricular. You will play an active part in the school whilst maintaining your own separate role as a Sixth Former.

You will be allocated to a small tutor group that will meet daily with your tutor, who, along with the Head of Sixth Form will provide you with considerable help and guidance throughout your two years. Tutors will guide your progress and development, both academically and personally, help you in any way and give personal assistance in all applications and decisions when it comes to Careers and Further Education.

You will receive a range of privileges and responsibilities, as you will be seen as a role model for the other students of G.I.S. The way you approach your studies, the way you present yourself and the way you interact with both staff and other pupils should be seen to be setting a positive example. Time management is vital and you play a far greater role in the organisation of your studies and extra curricular activities. You are expected to attend school full-time, but you will have your own Common Room to look after and which may be used in some of your non-contact time. It will be up to you when you take lunch and you will have your own particular area of the Library that must be used properly.

Senior Prefects will be selected from those who express an interest. Being a Prefect is a role that will only be given to those who can show the ability to deal with the job; however it should be something you strive for as a member of the Sixth Form. The selection process will involve submitting an application letter and an interview. The Head and Deputy Head Boy and Girl will come from the Sixth Form.

Typically, students in the Sixth Form study four subjects at AS.  You will have the option of dropping one subject after the AS results.  It is important that you realise that the Sixth Form programme is about much more than your A-Level subjects and you must not allow yourself to become too narrow in your outlook.

You may also negotiate the opportunity to re-take certain IGCSE subjects in order to improve your grades.  This will be essential for Mathematics and English Language as a C-grade in these subjects is a pre-requisite for entry into most colleges and universities.  You will be given advice on the merits of re-taking any other IGCSE subjects.  Clearly we cannot operate a complete programme of IGCSE re-takes but we shall try to meet your needs if possible.

You are given more freedom as a Sixth Form student.  We expect you to respond with maturity to this.  You must be punctual and attend all your lessons when in school.  If you are late for registration, you must sign in at the Secondary Office or with the Head of Sixth Form. Persistent lateness will not be tolerated.  If you leave the school at lunch-time, you must sign out and in with the security guards. You should inform the school if you are likely to be absent for family holidays or if you are sick.

The Sixth Form is an important and exciting time of your life.  It will involve a great deal of hard work and commitment, but the benefits in personal development and growth, as well as the qualifications you will receive, will make it all worthwhile.

Dress Code
Students in the Sixth Form are distinguished from the rest of their school by having their own uniform, representative of their status within the school. 
However they are expected to wear it to the same high standards as all GIS students.

Boys

· Dark trousers (not jeans or shorts)

· Conventional shirt (long or short sleeve according to personal preference)

· Tie

· Socks-any conventional colour

· Shoes-conventional, any dark colour. Boots and trainers are not acceptable. 
· Modest jewellery (e.g. neck chain or ring) ONE earring may be worn.  No other piercing is allowed
Girls

· Dark skirt, of modest length, or well-cut culottes or smart trousers (not jeans or shorts)

· Shirt or blouse (long or short sleeve and different styles are acceptable, as long as they are modest and not extreme)

· Shoes – conventional dark coloured shoes; flat or small heel and not extreme

· Modest jewellery allowed; make- up permitted as long as it is unobtrusive. 

The following should be completely avoided: denim! – or denim-effect clothing of any colour (denim is a fabric not a colour), combat/camouflage trousers, shorts, clothing with large lettering, beachwear, strappy or revealing tops, bare midriffs, trainers. If you are not sure if an item of clothing is acceptable…chose something else.

Hair for boys and girls should be neat and tidy, with no extreme fashion.

ASSESSMENT, REPORTING AND EXAMINATIONS

AS and A2 final examinations take place from mid-May to mid-June each year. Resits for students wishing to improve on an AS grade take place from mid-October to mid-November. These must not disrupt A2 work.
Mock exams take place at the end of the second term or start of the third term. These will mirror the final exams.

Student performance on AS/A2 courses is regularly monitored and four formal reports are sent home in each academic year, comprising of three grade reports and one full academic report.  

Y12 students will receive a grade report midway through and at the end of term one, a grade report midway through term two and a full academic report at the end of term two.  Y13 students will receive a grade report midway through term one and a full academic report at the end of term one, followed by two grade reports in term two.   Mock exam results are also communicated to parents.       

GRADE REPORTS - these will contain five judgements:  

Target grade.  This is the grade we believe your son/daughter should be aiming to achieve by the end of the AS/A Level course.  It is measured in AS/A Level grades – A, B, C, D, E.  Grades A-E are recognised as passes for university matriculation purposes.  These are based on the professional judgements of teachers, informed by recent assessment evidence.  

Current attainment.  This is the level at which your son/daughter is currently working.  It is measured in AS/A Level grades – A, B, C, D, E, U.

Effort refers to how hard your son/daughter is working overall.  In the Sixth Form, it is also a measure of whether they are becoming effective independent learners and taking responsibility for their own learning and progress.  

Contribution to Lessons refers to the levels of engagement evident in lessons, whether your son/daughter works well independently and whether they actively contribute to class discussions and group work tasks in line with expectations.  

Homework is judged on the quality of work submitted, evidence of wider reading, and ability to meet deadlines.

Attendance and punctuality data is also included in the report.

ACADEMIC REPORTS

Full academic reports contain the information outlined above within a format which provides an outline of the course, detailed comments on your son/daughters performance in individual subjects, and targets for improvement.  Academic reports also contain a form tutor comment.

OTHER ASPECTS OF SIXTH FORM LIFE

Careers in the Sixth Form

As you embark on your Advanced Level courses, your academic development will be uppermost in your mind for the next two years.  However this is also a time to plan ahead, to start setting goals for the future and to work out strategies for establishing yourself on the first steps of your career.

In the Sixth Form you are entitled to and will have access to top quality careers advice.  We will be working together to prepare you for the decisions you will have to start making:

· What to do after A-Levels

· Which universities to apply to

· Which courses to follow

· Choosing between vocational and academic degrees

· Consideration of a deferred entry 

These are just a few of the issues that we will look at.  We will also work together, through lessons and discussions to develop your skills and awareness of wider issues.  This will help you with your next moves after the GIS Sixth Form.

Co-Curricular Activities (CCA)

Sixth Formers are encouraged to not only take part in these activities but also to help run them, especially those for primary students. Sixth Formers have made significant contributions to the MAGIC and MUN programmes.

International Award (The Duke of Edinburgh’s Award Scheme)

One exciting way of fulfilling many of the elements of the Sixth Form experience, and gaining recognition for them, is to participate in the International Award scheme.  In the world of work and further study, young people who hold the award are viewed favourably by employers and university admissions tutors as demonstrating extra interests and resourcefulness.

The ‘D of E’, as it is known, is a voluntary scheme consisting of a progressive programme of leisure-time activities, at three levels of increasing commitment: Bronze, Silver and Gold.  It is designed for young people aged 14-25, and by the Sixth Form stage you may choose to enter at any of these levels.  The minimum time to complete the Bronze level is six months, while Gold level takes a year and a half.  The award is in four sections at each level: Physical Recreation; Skill, (i.e., a non-sporting hobby or interest); Service; and an Expedition.

The aim of the scheme is to prepare young people for an exciting and fulfilling future as adults. Through it you develop a range of interests and abilities, understand the role of voluntary service in the modern world, learn to work as part of a team, make new friends and experience adventure.  The scheme is available in many different countries under a variety of names, and credits may be transferred. 

Your tutors will be able to give you more information on how to join the scheme at Garden International School.

ART AND DESIGN

‘I found I could say things with colour and shapes that I couldn't say any other way, things I had no words for’. (Georgia O'Keeffe)
 ‘The fact that people break down and cry when confronted with my pictures shows that I can communicate those basic human emotions’.  (Mark Rothko)
 ‘There's no retirement for an Artist, it's your way of living so there's no end to it’.  (Henry Moore)
‘Art is much less important than life, but what a poor life without it’. (Robert Motherwell)
Why Study Art?

If you intend to train for any kind of creative career you should consider Art and Design as one of you’re A-level choices.  Alternatively if you just enjoy being creative and wish to continue your Art and Design training for your own pleasure, it can make an ideal compliment to your other A-level choices. 

Art and Design encourages students to put into practice theory learnt in some of their other subjects.  The creative thinking involved and the Problem solving approach employed in all practical activities are invaluable transferable skills for any career.

Art and Design helps develop the attitudes, characteristics, and intellectual skills required to participate effectively in today's society and economy.  Visual literacy is becoming an increasingly important skill in today’s high tech world of the ‘information superhighway’ and the ‘global market place’.  Business’ now rely on high speed communication and visual imagery is therefore becoming increasingly important, text is becoming more concise, and colour theory and aesthetics are being employed to give sublime messages that the average consumer is not aware of.  Being able to interpret visual messages, and more importantly learning how to use the visual elements and principles to aid your communication has got to be a major benefit to all students.

What does the course involve?

The A-level course comprises 4 components; the first two form the AS program of study and components 3 and 4 form the A2 program:

Component 1: Coursework – One final piece and four A1 sheets of supporting work.  The process you will go through to produce this project is the same as you adopted in your IGCSE studies....only bigger and better! The focus for the assessment criteria for this work is your research and your idea development, as well as the quality of rendering in the final piece.

Component 2: Controlled Test – The AS examination is set in the same way as your IGCSE with you receiving the question paper two months before the controlled test to give you time to research your ideas and design your final piece.  You must submit your final piece and four A1 sheets of preparatory work.

Component 3: Coursework - The A2 coursework component is very involved. You must submit a final piece and up to 10 sheets of supporting work plus a sketchbook.  This work can be 2D or 3D and is very much an individual response into your own chosen area of specialism.

Component 4: Related Study – This component requires that you undertake an in-depth study into a historical or contemporary aspect of the visual arts... basically it’s an illustrated essay of up to 3500 words. Although initially this could seem quite a scary prospect, many of our students actually find this the most rewarding aspect of the course. Students taught in the past by teachers at GIS have interviewed and even worked with real artists during the course of this study, some in design studios and some with painters and sculptors.  Some of them have even gained commissions for artwork and holiday work placements.

What career possibilities are there for students who study Art?
Everything that is manmade has had artists and designers involved in its making process, that’s everything from the cornflakes packet on your breakfast table, to the layout of your newspaper you read, the clothes you wear, and the car you get to work in. Take a pair of trainers for example, a footwear designer decided what they would look like, a graphic designer decided how they would be packaged, and an advertising design team, a photographer and a computer Artist would all be involved in designing how they would be marketed.

From Architects to zoological illustrators, the Art and Design industry has thousands of different career possibilities for you, and selecting Art as one of you’re A-levels could be your first step in that direction.

Post 18 progression
The traditional route to a degree in any one of the Art, Design or Media specialisms (Film making, Graphic design, Industrial design, Computer animation, Fashion design etc) is via Art A-level.

Entry Criteria

Art and Design GCSE is a prerequisite, with a grade B or above desirable.  Students with a grade C in Art or a top grade in DT will be considered on individual merit and a portfolio.  

Famous Artists: 

Leonardo Da Vinci, Pablo Picasso, Andy Warhol, Jackson Pollock, Damien Hurst, Edvard Munch, David Hockney.

Possible Careers: 
Advertising, animator, archaeological illustrator, architect, art director, art gallery curator, public art, art teacher, art therapist, illustrator, calligrapher, cartoonist, graphic designer, ceramicist, craftsperson, community artist, cinematographer, computer aided designer, computer programmer, designer, import and export of artefacts, costume designer, display artist, electrical designer, ergonomics, exhibition designer, surface pattern designer, fashion designer, fashion buyer, film director, film editor, production designer (film/theatre), fine artist, footwear designer, furniture designer, interior architect, interior designer, jewellery designer, knitwear designer, landscape architecture, packaging designer, photographer, printmaker, model-maker, set designer, screen printer, design technology teacher, textiles, typographer, urban designer, web page designer

ACCOUNTING

An accountant is a man hired to explain that you didn't make the money you did.

There are four things that hold back human progress. Ignorance, stupidity, committees,

 and accountants.   (Charles J. C. Lyall)
How many accountants does it take to change a light bulb?

2, 1 to change the light bulb and 1 to check that it was done within the given budget.

+ + + + +
This A-Level is ideal for those students who have enjoyed the precision of IGCSE Accounting and who wish a good foundation for further study of Accountancy at both pre-professional and professional levels.  Students wishing to pursue a wide range of careers in business management will find that the course very applicable, particularly the management accounting section. 

As well as developing an understanding of the principles and concepts of accounting the specific aims of the course include investigating the way in which accounting can be used as an aid to decision-making and also to promote an appreciation of its place in a changing economic and social environment.  As with the IGCSE, the course aims to develop the students’ capacity for methodical and analytical thought. 

In addition, skills such as communication and the ability to make informed recommendations and decisions based on information given are also promoted and are complementary and transferable to other A-Levels being studied.

It is preferable that you have studied IGCSE Accounting but not essential.  However, it is recommended that you have obtained A* - C at Mathematics (Higher Paper) and English Language.  Also a keen interest in the financial and business world and an enthusiasm and willingness to explore around the subject are essential.    

Syllabus Content 

· Accounting System – recording, principles and control systems

· Financial Accounting – preparation of statements, published company accounts, capital and business purchases

· Financial Reporting and Interpretation – disclosure, analysis and company financing

· Managerial Accounting – budgeting, principles of costing and investment appraisal  

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

Famous Accountants: Luca Pacioli, William Deloitte, the accountants from Enron and Parmalat!

Possible careers: Financial Accountant, Management Accountant, Tax Consultant, Auditor.
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
BUSINESS STUDIES

Managing Director: How many people work in your department?

Purchasing Manager: About half of them!

Managers are people who never put off until tomorrow what they can get somebody else

to do today.  (Anonymous)

Greed is…good!   (Gordon Gecko – Wall Street)

+ + + + +
This A-Level is ideal for those students who have enjoyed the practical application of IGCSE Business Studies or who would like an excellent foundation from which to continue on to study Management or Business subjects in Higher Education establishments around the world.  

The specific aims of the course are to understand and appreciate the nature and scope of business and its role in society whilst developing an understanding of the various types of business organisations.  As well as investigating the process of decision-making in business, the course aims to develop the students own skills in terms of analysis of problems, interpretation of data and communication.

The emphasis of developing these skills as key tools for the students during the A-Level course makes Business Studies a good complement when studying subjects in other curriculum areas, such as Science, Humanities or Mathematics.

Whilst it is not necessary that you have studied IGCSE Business Studies it is recommended that you have obtained at lease a grade B pass at Mathematics and English Language.  Also a keen interest in the business world and an enthusiasm and willingness to read around the subject are essential.

Syllabus Content 

· business and the environment

· people in organisations

· marketing

· production

· accounting and finance

· information for decision-making

The core elements of these areas will be studied at AS level, moving on to extension work at A2 level.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

Famous Businesspeople: Henry Ford, Ray Kroc, Richard Branson, Anita Roddick.

Possible careers: Entrepreneur, Management Consultant, Human Resources, Marketing, Insurance, Sales.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
ECONOMICS

If you are not confused, you’re not paying attention!   (Anonymous)

An economist is an expert who will know tomorrow why the things

 he predicted yesterday didn’t happen today.   (Dr. L.J.Peter)

It’s a recession if you neighbour loses his job,

 it’s a depression when you lose your own.   (Harry S. Truman)

+ + + + +
This A-Level is ideal for those students who have enjoyed the investigative and theoretical nature of IGCSE Economics or who would like to follow various courses in either Economics or Business at Higher Education establishments around the world.  

The specific objectives of the course include an ability to understand and interpret economic information and explain contemporary events and familiar phenomena with relevant economic principles. In order to do this the students are encourage to develop their skills of self expression and, to support their studies, it is essential that they read critically to gain information about the changing economy in which we live.  

The emphasis of developing these skills as key tools for the students during the A-Level course makes Economics a good complement when studying subjects in other curriculum areas, such as Mathematics, Humanities or English.

Whilst it is not necessary that you have studied IGCSE Economics it is recommended that you have obtained a B grade at Mathematics (Higher Paper) and English Language. A keen interest in current affairs is also essential.

Syllabus Content 

· Central problem of economics  

· Theory of demand

· Theory of supply

· Price and output determination 

· Theory of distribution

· National income accounting 

· Theory of income determination 

· Money and the price level

· International trade

· The economic role of government

· Economic development 

AS concentrates on the core themes of economics while the A2 syllabus covers extension material of a more demanding nature.  Elements of macroeconomics and microeconomics will be studied at both AS and A2, the difference being the level of academic skills tested by the terminal examination papers.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
Famous Economists: Adam Smith, John Maynard Keynes, Milton Friedman.

Possible careers: Economics is extremely useful as a form of employment for economists! (J.M.Keynes) Accountant, Economist, Foreign Exchange Dealer, Lawyer, Market Analyst, Stockbroker, Teacher!

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

APPLIED ICT
Home computers are being called upon to perform many new functions, including the consumption of homework formerly eaten by the dog.    (Doug Larson)
All programmers are playwrights and all computers are lousy actors.   (Anonymous)
Programming today is a race between software engineers striving to build bigger

 and better idiot-proof programs, and the Universe trying to produce 

bigger and better idiots. So far, the Universe is winning.   (Rich Cook)
Sattinger’s Law: It works better if you plug it in.
The aims of the course are to:

· help develop a broad range of ICT skills and knowledge of the uses of ICT in vocational contexts, as a basis for progression into further learning in ICT-related fields

· develop an understanding of the constituent parts, uses and applications of ICT systems within a range of organisations, including the use of basic computer networks

· develop an understanding of the main systems life cycle and apply this understanding to workplace scenarios

· apply their knowledge and understanding of ICT and use these skills in vocational contexts

· develop an understanding of the constituent parts, uses and applications of ICT systems within a wide range of organisations, including the use of a range of computer networks

· develop an understanding of project management skills and other problem solving skills

The subject content at AS Level 

Students will study two modules of work:

Module 1: 

This module provides candidates with an understanding of the following core aspects of ICT:

· ICT systems including portable communication devices

· How organisations use ICT – Part 1

· Impact of ICT on society – Part 1

· Systems life cycle

Module 2:

This module is designed to allow candidates to develop the following skills:

· select the software which is most appropriate for any given task, using a critical evaluation of the task and of the scenario provided with the task

· use e-mail and the Internet to gather and communicate information, using a critical evaluation of the material to identify the reliability of the sources and its fitness for purpose.

· use word processing, desktop publishing and presentation authoring facilities to prepare documents/slides for an audience.

· use database and charting facilities to store, search and manipulate data, solve problems and to represent data graphically.

· integrate data from different sources into a single document/presentation or report.

· produce output in a specified format.

· use a spreadsheet to create and test a data model, extracting and summarising data in a variety of forms

The subject content at A2 Level 

Students will study two modules of work:

Module 3: 

This module provides candidates with an understanding of the following core aspects of ICT:

· How organisations use ICT – Part 2

· Impact of ICT on society – Part 2

· Computer networks

Module 4:

This module is designed to allow candidates to develop the following skills:

· use a word processor with mail merge facilities and a data handling package in order to create mail merged documents

· use a variety of packages, techniques and functions to select the appropriate document/s and data source/s and produce automated document/s as required

ENGLISH LITERATURE

Every English poet should master the rules of grammar before he attempts

 to bend or break them.   (Robert Graves)
Your manuscript is both good and original, but the part that is good is not original

 and the part that is original is not good.   (Samuel Johnson)

I really do inhabit a system in which words are capable of shaking the entire 

structure of government, where words can prove mightier than ten 

military divisions.   (Vaclav Havel)

+ + + + +

Why study it?

To gain essential skills for  your future career:

With an English Literature A-Level under your belt, you have proof for employers that you… 

· Can communicate confidently, effectively and appropriately 

· Can form your own opinion whilst appreciating other points of view

· Have highly developed analytical skills

· Don’t take anything for granted!

To develop an understanding of different social, historical, and cultural viewpoints:

· During the course, you will study a wide variety of texts ranging from Shakespeare’s historical dramas to the contemporary prose of Achebe.  

· You will discover how writers achieve their effects and perhaps learn to wield a pen that is “mightier than the sword”, yourself – a powerful tool!   

· You will be given room to think, a valuable luxury, and at the same time, make informed opinions about prose, poetry, and plays, gaining knowledge of the society and culture in which they are set. Reading broadens the mind!  

· At the end of the course, you will be armed with the knowledge, understanding and insight to continue a lifelong enjoyment of literature! 

English Literature complements many other A-Level and degree subjects:  

Theatre arts/drama, media studies, communications, history, sociology, economics, law, medicine, accountancy and business… to name just a few.

How you are assessed?

For AS, students are assessed through 100% examination at the end of Year 12.  Two papers are taken, testing all four texts studied over the year.
Similarly, for A2, assessment is via 100% examination at the end of Year 13.  Again four texts are examined over two papers, covering all three genres.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

Famous Writers: Homer (of the Iliad – not Simpson!), Geoffrey Chaucer, William Shakespeare, Charles Dickens, Graham Greene.
Possible careers: Writer, Print/Broadcast Journalist, Publishing, Advertising, Law, Acting.
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
GEOGRAPHY

“Geography is the subject which holds the key to our future” (Michael Palin)

The world in which we live is likely to change more in the next 50 years than it has ever done before; in these changing times carrying on with Geography A-Level could be a wise choice.  We live in an increasingly globalised society where almost everything we do has a link to another part of the world.  The CIE A-level course ensures that you will emerge as a well-informed and skilled Geographer.


The A-Level Geography course studies both human and physical geography themes, with studies at local, regional, national and global levels. The main thrust at A-Level Geography is to develop a secure knowledge about a range of places and to investigate the challenges facing humanity today – many of which will continue to be a challenge into the future. These include migration, sustainable development, global climate change, food and water supplies, resource depletion, economic development and the future of our cities, amongst others. The course will continue to develop your skills in areas such as photograph interpretation, map understanding, numeracy, ICT, enquiry based data collection and analysis and fieldwork.  With such a varied approach to learning, there really is ‘something for everyone’ in Geography.  Lastly, if you love looking at maps and daydreaming about visiting far away places, this subject is for you!

WHY SHOULD I CHOOSE GEOGRAPHY?

Geography can offer you:

· The chance to further develop a global outlook and an awareness of what is going on in the world;

· ICT skills in a range of contexts – spreadsheets, Geographic Information Systems and research;

· A bridge between the arts and the sciences, giving you greater flexibility if you decide to go on to higher education;

· High academic standards – geography is welcomed as a subject by universities;

· Study of key geographical topics that provide you with the knowledge, understanding and skills to help you prepare for further study in higher education or the world of work;

· A wider range of job opportunities than almost any other subject – transferable skills developed by geographers are much sought after in the workplace. 

WHAT DOES THE COURSE COVER?

	AS LEVEL
	A2 LEVEL

	Physical Core:

· Hydrology and Fluvial Geomorphology

· Atmosphere and weather

· Rocks and weathering
	Human Core:

· Population change

· Settlement dynamics
	Advanced Physical:

· Hazards

· Coastal Environments
	Advanced Human:

· Global interdependence

· Production, location and change

	Paper 1 – 3 hours

50% of A-Level course
	Papers 2 and 3 – 3 hours

50% of A-Level course


DOES GEOGRAPHY GIVE ME AN EDGE?

The answer is a resounding YES!  The skills acquired through studying Geography mean that you have much to offer an employer.

Geographers are:

· Good communicators

· Spatially award

· Socially, economically and environmentally aware

· Problem solvers and decision makers

· Good team players

· Computer literate

· Well rounded, flexible thinkers

Geographers can:

· Make a concise report

· Handle data

· Ask questions and find answers

· Make decisions about an issue

· Analyse material

· Think creatively and independently

WHERE WILL GEOGRAPHY TAKE ME?

Employers value Geography qualifications because they demonstrate a wide range of skills.  Some careers where Geography is essential are:

· Surveying

· Town and country planning

· Civil engineering

· Landscape architecture

· Transport and tourism

· Estate management

· Cartography

Careers where Geography is advantageous include:

· Pilot 

· Business administration

· Financial sector

· Retail

· Media

HISTORY

History is the version of past events that people have decided to agree upon.

(Napoleon Bonaparte)

That men do not learn very much from the lessons of history is the most important of all the lessons of history.   (Aldous Huxley)

God cannot change the past, but historians can.   (Samuel Butler)

In history, a great volume is unrolled for our instruction, drawing the materials of future wisdom from the past errors and infirmities of mankind.   (Edmund Burke)

+ + + + +
The syllabus aims to stimulate interest in and promote the study of the past and the world around us.  This will be done through:

· consideration of the nature of historical sources and the methods used by historians; 

· a familiarity with differing interpretations of particular historical problems and; 

· by promoting an awareness of change and continuity in the past.

The syllabus also intends to promote the understanding of international relations and evolution of present-day political systems, economic conditions and social life of other peoples.

High on its list of objectives is the ability to evaluate and interpret evidence and also the ability to present a clear, concise, logical and relevant argument.

As a well-respected academic A Level, a study of this subject at Advanced Level and the skills involved are well suited for students who are interested in a number of careers.  Political Science and Law are strongly based on the core skills emphasized in the History syllabus. It is also an appropriate complement to economics and other business courses as well as journalism and broadcasting.

Papers studied will alternate between AS and A2 every year.

Scheme of Examination

The exam consists of two papers which carries an equal number of marks.  In each paper, candidates will answer a compulsory source-based question on a prescribed topic (Section A), and 3 essay questions from a choice of seven questions (Section B).

Description of Papers

Paper 1 – Modern European History 1789-1939 (written paper of 3 hours)

This paper focuses on the key developments that shaped European History during this period. To provide a holistic understanding of Europe as a region, these key developments will be studied in relation to the wider European context and in the light of broader issues: revolution, nationalism, imperialism, war and totalitarianism.

Among the topics covered are:

· The French Revolution

· Nationalism
· The Russian Revolution

· Totalitarianism between the Wars

Paper 3 - International History, 1945 – 1991 (written paper of 3 hours).  This paper focuses on the key developments that shaped international relations after 1945.  

These key developments will be studied in the light of the following themes:

· The Cold War conflict

· Globalisation of the Cold War

· The Nuclear Arms Race

· Crisis of Communism and the End of the Cold War

· The United Nations
Assessment

Advance level candidates enter for two of the components listed below:  Advanced Subsidiary (AS) candidates enter for one of the components listed below.  (Candidates wishing to follow a staged assessment route to the Advanced Level qualification may take the Advanced Subsidiary qualification first.) 

All papers will be of 3 hours’ duration, and carry the same number of marks.  In each paper, candidates will answer a compulsory source-based question (Section A) and three essay questions from a choice of seven questions (Section B).  

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
Famous Historians: Herodotus, AJP Taylor, Eric Hobsbawm, Simon Schama.

Possible careers: Archivist, Lawyer, Historian, Journalist, Civil Servant, Research. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
SOCIOLOGY

A man was attacked and left bleeding in a ditch.  Two sociologists passed by and one 

said to the other, ‘We must find the man who did this – he needs help.’   (Anonymous)

‘Class’ was perhaps overworked in the 1960s and 1970s, and it had become merely boring.      It is a concept long past its sell-by date.   (E.P. Thompson)

Liberalism is trust of the people tempered by prudence; conservatism,                                  distrust of the people tempered by fear.   (William Gladstone)

Reporter: Mr. Gandhi, what do you think of Western Civilization?                                              Gandhi: I think it would be a good idea.

+ + + + +
A-Level Sociology is ideally suited to students who wish to gain a deeper understanding of the social world in which we live. It will provide a critical appreciation of the social processes that affect the surface of social life that most of us rarely question. 

The common sense explanations of social ‘facts’ that are taken for granted by the general public will be explored from different theoretical perspectives. For example, public opinion may tell us that criminal statistics represent an accurate picture of crime yet sociologists recognise that such figures can be manipulated to improve police ‘clear up’ rates. They also fail to measure those ‘criminals’ who are not convicted and those involved in plea-bargaining. A good sociology student will immediately identify flaws in such ‘facts’.

To achieve success in this subject at A-Level, you must be prepared to take an active part in class discussion and question stimulus material presented before you. You should be open to analysing sociological issues from a number of theoretical perspectives, even if you do not agree with them.  You should be competent at writing well-structured essays and be willing to learn a variety of concepts, perspectives and theories that underpin this subject.  It is recommended that you have attained at least a B grade at IGCSE in English and in one other essay-based subject (e.g. History).

Sociology will enable you to develop sound communication skills both verbally and on paper and will facilitate the development of debating, analytical and evaluative skills. As such, this subject can lead to a variety of university courses. It is also a subject that can be studied with either science or arts related A-Levels.

YOU CAN TAKE A-LEVEL SOCIOLOGY EVEN IF YOU HAVE NOT TAKEN IT AT IGCSE!

The subject content at AS Level

Student will study three modules of work:

· Unit One: The Sociological Perspective

This unit of work introduces candidates to the key concepts and theories associated with developing a sociological understanding of human behaviour and the relationships between individuals and social structures in society.

· Unit Two: Sociological Methods

This unit will embrace the techniques of research used by sociologists and the connection between methods used and theory.

· Unit Three: Social Differentiation and Stratification

This unit explores the way in which class, gender and ethnicity shape the life chances of individuals and groups.

The subject content at A2 Level

Students will study three topics from the following:

· Families and Households

· Education

· Religion

· Crime and Deviance

· Work and Leisure

· Mass Media

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
Famous Sociologists: Emile Durkheim, Karl Marx, Anthony Giddens, Max Weber.

Possible careers: Sociologist, Journalist, Media Professional, Lawyer, Doctor, Social Worker, Psychologist, Lawyer, Market Researcher.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
MATHEMATICS

Mathematics is the queen of the sciences.   (Carl Friedrich Gauss)

I have hardly ever known a mathematician who was capable of reasoning.   (Plato)

Mathematics, rightly viewed, posses not only truth, but supreme beauty –

 a beauty cold and austere, like that of sculpture.   (Bertrand Russell)

+ + + + +

This course is intended for students who wish to pursue mathematics or subjects which have strong mathematics components. It is highly recommended that intending students should have achieved a minimum of a grade B at IGCSE in Mathematics.
Syllabus Aims

The syllabus is intended to provide a framework for A-Level that will enable students to:

· develop further their understanding of mathematics and mathematical processes in a way that encourages confidence and enjoyment;

· acquire appropriate mathematical skills and techniques;

· develop their ability to think clearly, work carefully and communicate mathematical ideas successfully;

· develop the ability to analyse problems logically, recognise when and how a situation may be represented mathematically, identify and interpret relevant factors, and, where necessary, select an appropriate mathematical method to solve the problem.

· appreciate how mathematical ideas can be applied in the everyday world;  

· acquire a suitable foundation for further study of mathematics and related disciplines.

Assessment Objectives

The assessment will test candidates’ abilities to:

· understand relevant mathematical concepts terminology and notation;

· recall accurately and use successfully appropriate manipulative  techniques;

· recognise the appropriate mathematical procedure for a given situation;

· apply combinations of mathematical skills and techniques in solving problems;

· present mathematical work and communicate conclusions in a clear and logical way.

Advanced Subsidiary (AS) candidates will take:

Pure Mathematics 1 (P1)
and

Mechanics 1 (M1)




A2 candidates will take:

Pure Mathematics 3 (P3)
and

Statistics I


* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
Famous Mathematicians: Euclid, Pythagoras, Blaise Pascal, Bertrand Russell.

Possible careers: Mathematician, Accountant, Financial Analyst, Statistician, Actuary, Economist. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
FURTHER MATHEMATICS

This course is intended for students who wish to pursue Mathematics or subjects which have strong mathematics component.  Intending students must have achieved IGCSE grades A* or A in Mathematics and Additional Mathematics.

Students studying Further Mathematics will complete their A Level Mathematics course in Year 12 and the Further Mathematics A Level in Year 13.  In both years, this express option takes up one and a half option blocks: 12 lessons per week. Students who have opted for this express course are expected to continue with Further Mathematics in Year 13. However, they must have attained a grade A in the A-level Mathematics exam that they sit in Year 12.
Syllabus Aims and Objectives

The aims and objectives for Advanced level Mathematics 9709 apply, with appropriate emphasis.

Scheme of Papers

The examination in Further Mathematics will consist of two three-hour papers, each carrying 50% of the marks, and each marked out of 100.

Description of Papers

Paper 1


A paper consisting of about 11 questions of different marks and lengths on Pure Mathematics.  Candidates will be expected to answer all questions, except for the last question (worth 12 to 14 marks), which will offer two alternatives, only one of which must be answered.

Paper 2


A paper consisting of 4 or 5 questions of different marks and lengths on Mechanics (worth a total of 43 or 44 marks), followed by 4 or 5 questions of different marks and lengths on Statistics (worth a total of 43 or 44 marks), and one final question worth 12 or 14 marks.  The final question consists of two alternatives, one on Mechanics and one on Statistics.  Candidates will be expected to answer all questions, except for the last question, where only one of the alternatives must be answered.
PHYSICAL EDUCATION

Serious sport has nothing to do with fair play.  It is bound up with hatred,

 jealousy, boastfulness, disregard of all rules and sadistic pleasure in witnessing 

violence: in other words it is war minus the shooting.   (George Orwell)

I will always be someone who wants to do better than others. I love competition.  

 (Jean-Claude Killy)

Some people think football is a matter of life and death…I can assure you that it is 

much more serious than that.   (Bill Shankly)

Personally I have always looked upon cricket as organised loafing.

 (W.Temple, Archbishop of Canterbury)

+ + + + +

Physical Education is a particularly diverse subject that will appeal to students who not only possess a real interest in sport but also the desire to refine their own practical performance.

However, contrary to what might be perceived, only one third of the course is practically based and so students should consider this carefully before enrolling.  The remainder of the course concentrates on the theory behind human sporting performance and seeks to explore this through scientific investigations, historical analysis and psychological research.

Therefore, it is vital that students possess a wide range of study skills and interests in order for them to be successful on the course, as they will need to be able to:

· Express themselves clearly both orally and in written essays on all aspects of physical education and sport.

· Investigate the scientific principles behind sporting performance and produce independently researched studies based on their findings.

· Produce a personal exercise programme that will need to be followed throughout the course.

· Analyse the technique and tactics used by sports teams and individuals and be able to explain why these have been adopted.

· Utilise the knowledge that they acquire to enhance and refine their own practical performance and present evidence to reflect this improvement.

With this in mind, students should have:

· Good IGCSE grades in both science and English.

· A genuine interest in the areas of sociology, politics, history and psychology in order to be able to understand and debate the contemporary issues that exist in physical education and sport.

· Well-developed practical skills in at least two sports.

In the first year, the three areas covered by the AS course are:

· The Social Basis of Sport and Recreation in the UK and Europe including the Olympics.

· Skill Acquisition and enhancing practical performance.

· Exercise and Training.

In the second year, the A2 course deals with:

· Global Trends in International Sport with specific attention to South-East Asia.

· Refining Practical Performance.

· Scientific Principles of Exercise and Performance:

a) Exercise and Energy Systems 

b) Sports Psychology

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

Possible careers: Journalist, Physiotherapist, Osteopath, Psychologist, Sports Management, Public Relations, Sports Photographer, Sports Scientist, Biomechanics, Sports Manufacturing/Product Design, Marketing/Sales, PE Teacher/Lecturer, Sports Coach, Dietician/Nutritionist.
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
BIOLOGY

It’s life Jim, but not as we know it.   (Mr. Spock, Star Trek)

They took all the trees, put 'em in a tree museum, and they charged the people a dollar 

and a half just to see 'em, don't it always seem to go that you don't know what

 you've got till it's gone, they paved paradise and put up a parking lot.   (Joni Mitchell)

We live on an Earth that is the best of all possible worlds but only for those who have

 adapted to it.   (H. Holland)

The most important scientific revolutions all include … the dethronement of 

human arrogance from one pedestal after another of previous convictions

 about our centrality in the cosmos. (Stephen Jay Gould)

+ + + + +

This course places emphasis on the applications of Biology and impact of recent developments on the needs of contemporary society. All students will be encouraged to use secondary sources of information and information technology (IT) to analyse, store and retrieve data and to model biological phenomena. They will also learn to communicate biological information orally, as well as in writing.

The course aims to develop an understanding of Biological facts and principles and an appreciation of their significance. It will emphasise the social and applied aspects of Biology whilst encouraging an awareness of the contribution of Biology to the needs of society and it will develop an understanding of scientific method and its application. The course will be complete in itself and perform a useful educational function for students not intending to study Biology at a higher level. It will provide a suitable foundation for the study of Biology or related courses in further higher education, and for professional courses that require students to have knowledge of Biology when admitted.

The course will aim to stimulate students and create a sustained interest in Biology so that the study of the subject is enjoyable and satisfying.  A minimum of a grade B in Biology IGCSE or BB for Double Award is a  prerequisite.  

Structure of the Syllabus

The syllabus is divided into two sections:

Core Section:

Cell Structure; Biological Molecules; Enzymes; Cell Membranes & Transport, Cell and Nuclear Division; Genetic Control; Ecology; Transport; Gas Exchange; Infectious Disease; Immunity; Energy & Respiration; Photosynthesis, Regulation & Control, Inherited Change and Gene Technology, Selection and Evolution. 

Applications of Biology:

Biodiversity; Gene Technology: Biotechnology; Crop plants; Aspects of Human Reproduction. 

Description of Papers

Paper 1 (1 hr, 40 marks)

This paper will consist of 40 multiple choice questions based on the AS Core syllabus.  All questions will be of the direct choice type with four options.

Paper 2 (1 hr 15 min, 60 marks)

This paper will consist of a variable number of structured questions based solely on the AS Core syllabus.

Paper 3 (2 hrs, 40 marks)

This paper is in two parts, each taking an hour. Candidates will be expected to show evidence of skill in the handling of familiar and unfamiliar biological material. One part will involve the use of a microscope.
Paper 4 (2 hrs, 100 marks)

This paper will consist of two sections:

Section A (85 marks) will consist of a variable number of structured questions of variable mark value, based on the A2 core and applications syllabus.

Section B (15 marks) will consist of a free-response question, presented in either/or form, that will be based on the A2 core syllabus

Paper 5 (1 hr 15 min, 30 marks)

This paper will consist of two or more questions based on the practical skills of planning, analysis and evaluation.  The examiners will not be restricted by the subject content.  Candidates will answer all the questions on the paper.  Questions will require an understanding of the use of statistical tests.  The formulae for these tests will be provided.

Papers 1, 2 and 3 make up the AS qualification. The addition of Papers 4 and 5 at A2 level completes the full A-level qualification.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

Famous Biologists: Charles Darwin, Gregor Mendel, Alfred Russel Wallace, Edward O. Wilson, Richard Dawkins.

Possible careers: Biologist, Biotechnologist, Doctor, Ecologist, Forensic Scientist, Geneticist, Microbiologist, Virologist, Zoologist,
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
CHEMISTRY

The underlying physical laws necessary for the mathematical theory of a 

large part of physics and the whole of chemistry are thus completely known, and 

the difficulty is only that the application of these laws leads to equations 

much too complicated to be soluble.   (P.A.M. Dirac)

It is disconcerting to reflect on the number of students we have flunked in chemistry 

for not knowing what we later found to be untrue.  (Weber - Science With a Smile)

Old chemists never die, they just fail to react.
+ + + + +

The aims of the course based on this syllabus will be to provide, through well-designed studies of experimental and practical science, a worthwhile educational experience for all students, whether or not they go on to study science beyond this level. It will also enable them to acquire sufficient understanding and knowledge to become citizens in a technological world and able to take or develop an informed interest in matters of scientific import. The course will prepare students for studies beyond A-Level Chemistry in Chemistry dependent courses.

The students will develop abilities and skills that are relevant to the study and practice of science and are useful in everyday life whilst encouraging the presentation of information and ideas appropriate for different audiences and purposes and develop self-motivation. The course will stimulate interest in, and care for, the environment in relation to the environmental impact of Chemistry and its applications.

The students will become aware that the study and practice of Chemistry are co-operative and cumulative activities, and are subject to social, economic, technological, ethical and cultural influences and limitations. That the implications of science may be both beneficial and detrimental to the individual, the community and the environment. 

The course will aim to stimulate students and create a sustained interest in Chemistry so that the study of the subject is enjoyable and satisfying.

The syllabus is as follows:

Core Section:

Physical Chemistry; Inorganic Chemistry & Organic Chemistry

Applications Section:

The Chemistry of Life; Applications of analytical chemistry; Design and materials.

Description of Papers:

Paper 1 (1hr, 40 marks)

The paper will consist of 40 questions, 30 of the direct choice type and 10 of the multiple completion type, all with four options.  The paper is based on the AS section of the syllabus.

Paper 2 (1hr 15mins, 60 marks)

This paper will consist of a variable number of structured questions of variable mark value.  All questions will be based on the AS section and there will be no choice of questions

Paper 3 (2 hours, 40 marks)

This is the advanced practical skills paper.  It will consist of two or three experiments drawn from different areas of chemistry.  The paper is arranged in two approximately one-hour sections to enable a circus arrangement.

Paper 4 (1hr 45mins, 100 marks)

This paper will consist: Section A (70marks) will consist of questions on the A2 core: Section B (30marks) will consist of questions based on the “applications of chemistry”.  Both questions will consist of a variable number of structured and free response style questions of variable mark value.

Paper 5 (1hr 15mins, 30 marks)

This paper will consist of a variable number of questions of variable mark value based on the practical skills of planning, analysis and evaluation.  The examiners will not be restricted by the subject content.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

Famous Chemists: Alfred Bernhard Nobel, Pasteur, Louis, Nicholas Flamel, Robert Wilhelm Bunsen, Dmitri Ivanovitch Mendeleev.

Possible careers: Biochemist, Medicine, Biomedical Science, Chemical Engineering, Biotechnology.
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

PHYSICS

All science is either physics or stamp collecting. (Ernest Rutherford)

All our science, measured against reality, is primitive and childlike - and yet it is the most precious thing we have.  (Albert Einstein)

I think I can safely say that nobody understands quantum mechanics.   (Richard Feynman)

I like to think that the moon is there even if I am not looking at it.   (Albert Einstein)
+ + + + +
Requirements
Advanced and AS-level Physics require a variety of practical and theoretical skills.  Any student wishing to study at these levels is advised to have a grade B or above in both IGCSE science and mathematics.  All students need to be able to work in groups as well as being able to solve problems as an individual.  Practical skills are developed throughout the course and are not an optional extra.

Description

The course for Year 12 covers topics of practical physics: mechanics, matter, waves and electricity.  Students are assessed by examination in May/June.  There are three papers, one of which is a practical examination.  In Year 13 the course builds upon the Year 12 topics.  New topics introduced are electricity and magnetism, modern physics, and gathering and communicating information.  Assessment is by two written examinations.  One of the examinations is on planning, analysis and evaluation.
Aims

The A-level syllabus is designed to meet university entrance requirements for any student wishing to continue their studies in science.  Any student studying Physics will become more aware of the nature of science and have an informed opinion on scientific matters.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

Famous Physicists: Ptolomy, Nicolaus Copernicus, Isaac Newton, Albert Einstein, Stephen Hawking.

Careers

Physics at A-level is useful for any engineering career and essential in some branches of engineering.  Radiography and medical imaging, astronomy, the aerospace industry all require Physics.  Many people who have studied Physics choose careers such as accountancy, banking and financial services and find that their studies have not limited their career choices.
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
DRAMA AND THEATRE STUDIES (EDEXCEL)
“All the worlds a stage and men and women merely players”  (William Shakespeare)

“Progress is impossible without change, and those who cannot change their minds cannot change anything”  (George Bernard Shaw)

“Art is a community effort”  (Allen Ginsberg)

+ + + + +

Why study Drama and Theatre Studies?

Drama is a challenging, exciting and fulfilling subject!

It teaches you about theatre as a means of communication and as a tool for change.

Over half of the course is practical in content and you would be involved in devising your own performance pieces as well as interpreting scripted work. The close co-operative working and problem solving techniques learnt are invaluable transferable skills for any career. 

What does the course involve?

AS

Unit 1: Exploration of Drama & Theatre

2 contrasting and challenging texts are studied

Exploration of these texts are based around practical workshops

Written Exploration Notes are created to document the process (these are internally marked and externally moderated)

40%

Unit 2

Theatre Text in Performance

Practical examination (Recorded and sent off to be externally marked by an examiner)

1 x Group Scripted piece

1 x Monologue or Duologue

60%

NB. There is NO written exam at the end of the AS course. 

A2

Unit 3

Exploration of Dramatic performance

Group Devised Piece

Creating, Crafting, Performing

Written Analysis (these are internally marked and externally moderated)

40%

Unit 4

Exploration of Drama & Theatre

2 ½ hour Written Exam

Set Text

Historic Area of Theatre

60%

What will I learn?

The course demands practical, creative and communication skills in almost equal measure. You will extend your ability to create drama and theatre, either in a performing or production role. You will also be required to write about drama and to develop your powers of analysis to become an informed critic. The course will involve taking part in drama productions, as well as studying plays and playwrights. 

Post 18 progression

An AS/A2 in Drama and Theatre Studies carries the same weight as any other subject. Universities and employers today are looking for well-rounded individuals and evidence of having studied and participated in Drama always looks good on an application form. 

Career Opportunities

Many occupations today require individuals who can write and speak well, solve problems, learn new skills, assimilate information quickly and who can work with initiative, both independently and as part of a team. Career opportunities including work in specific areas of theatre production and management of performance are an option as well as in the related areas of advertising, television, film, recreation and education. Employers know that Drama & Theatre Studies students have had to demonstrate talent, commitment, energy, group work skills and self-discipline in order to obtain their qualification. 

MUSIC
[image: image1.png]



A-level Music continues practices established in GCSE (expanding students' skill in Listening, Performing and Composing) and adds historical appreciation of music. AS music students complete components 1 & 2 in the first year, which consist of the following:

Listening is examined in three sections. Sections A and B focus on two groups of set works (7 in total). The set works are orchestral pieces taken from different musical periods from Baroque to Twentieth Century. Section C is an essay question based on the wider social, historical and cultural background of the prescribed topic. A good standard of essay writing is required for this. Students are expected to read and listen widely around the subject areas. 

Performance is also an important part of the course, and while there is some of this during lessons, students are expected to make time for extra practice in ensembles and groups that meet after school or outside of school.

This part of the course is examined by;

a. A ten minute recital

b. A choice of performing on a second instrument, regular membership or direction of an ensemble or 6 written exercises of harmony.

Composition has to be demonstrated through 2 pieces handed in. Two compositions must be submitted in varying styles: one as evidence of a historical study demonstrating an understanding of functional tonal harmony; and one using contemporary techniques.

Why study Music?
This course is for students who enjoy Performing and Listening to music, and wish to take their skills and knowledge to a higher level (e.g. in preparation for University or College). Of course you may wish to study Music A or AS level even if you intend to study a different subject at university, to broaden your field of knowledge.

What's in the course? 
There is a mixture of listening and evaluating, theory of music, composing, performing, historical and analytical studies. 

How will I learn Music?
Lessons will be a mixture of theory and practical work. Students will be rewarded for what they know, understand and can do

What else can I expect? 
Music ‘A’ Level students are expected to take an active part in extra-curricular activities: Choir, Orchestra, and other music groups.

What do I need to know or be able to do before taking this course?
· Read music!

· Perform to a reasonable standard on at least one instrument (Grade 5 or above)

· Compose a piece of music in a style of their own choice;

· Have a basic understanding of ICT and be prepared to develop ICT skills in Music Technology.

What will I learn from this type of course?

The course is flexible and will allow students to make choices according to their strengths.
A wide range of skills and techniques will be developed allowing you to;

· Improve your ability to perform;

· Enhance and expand methods of composition;

· Research and specialise in an area of music that interests you;

· Broaden your knowledge and understanding of different styles and types of music.

What kind of student are these courses suitable for?
Students are expected to have already achieved Grade 5 standard on at least one instrument and either GCSE Music grade b or above or Grade 5 theory.

Music at AS Level is suitable for:

· Students who have studied Music at GCSE and wish to develop their skills and understanding;

· Students wishing to gain an AS or A Level alongside a BTEC National Diploma Course or a GNVQ Advanced Diploma;

· Students wishing to study Music, Popular Music or a Combined Arts subject in Higher Education;

· Students wishing to pursue a vocation in Music, and/or the Arts.
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  FRENCH /FRANCAIS  [image: image3.png]



The French will only be united under the threat of danger.  Nobody can simply bring together a country that has 265 kinds of cheese.   (Charles de Gaulle)

Boy, those French, they have a different word for everything!   (Steve Martin)
+ + + + +

WHY STUDY FRENCH?  Learning to speak French will increase your marketability for the following reasons. Firstly, in world where economy depends on global communication, universities and employers tend to prefer people who can speak more than one language and have a broad spectrum of qualifications. Secondly, many employers consider French as a particularly important asset because: (a) French is spoken in over 50 countries around the world as either the first or the second language. These countries represent 11% of world trade (b) France is the world’s fourth economic power; (c) it is also the second largest exporter of agricultural products and (d) the fourth largest destination of foreign investment; (e) French is the official language of many important international organizations which employ masses of university graduates every year, such as: UN, E.U., UNESCO, International Olympic Committee, World Health Organization, International Red Cross, Amnesty International; (f) France is a major world research centre in the field of high energy physics, medical research, aerospace technology, bio-tech, engineering;(g) French is the second most widely used language on the internet; (h) (for those who intend to work in Malaysia after their studies) 200 French companies are based in Malaysia and they are prefer to employ French speaking graduates.

The A-level course is aimed at students with an interest in languages and an IGCSE French at B or above. 



                           Aims of the syllabus
· To enable the students to understand spoken and written French from a variety of registers.

· To enable them to communicate confidently and clearly in spoken and written French

· To form a sound base of skills, language and attitudes required for further study, work and leisure

· To develop insight into and encourage first hand contact with the culture of countries where French is spoken, including the study of literary text where appropriate.

· To provide enjoyment and intellectual stimulation.

· To encourage positive attitudes to French and a sympathetic approach to other cultures and civilizations.

· To further intellectual and personal development by promoting learning and social skills





      Topic areas
• Human relationships  

• Free time activities


• Travel and tourism

• Education


• Cultural life/heritage


• War and peace

• Environment


• Conservation



• Urban and rural life

• Pollution


• The French-speaking world

• Family

• Generation gap

• Young people



• Patterns of daily life

• The media


• Food and drink


• Law and order

• Religion and belief

• Health and fitness


• Work and leisure
• Scientific and medical advances



•Technological innovation

Assessment: Students are assessed across 4 skills of Speaking, Reading, Listening and Writing.
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
Famous French people: Thierry Henry, Jean Paul Satre, Joan of Arc, Napoleon Bonaparte, Edith Piaf.

Possible careers: Translator, Tourism, Teaching, International Law, International Business.
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
CHINESE (MANDARIN)

"To learn and from time to time to apply what one has learned, isn't that a pleasure?"…(Confucius)

Study the past if you would define the future. (Confucius)

"China is a big country, inhabited by many Chinese."
Former French President Charles de Gaulle.




Why study Mandarin?

a) Global Language: Learning to speak Mandarin is now widely considered one of the leading world languages. An official language of the United Nations, Chinese is the most widely spoken first language in the world, extending beyond the People’s Republic of China and Taiwan to Malaysia, Singapore, Indonesia, Thailand, Brunei, the Philippines, and to Mongolia. Chinese will top English as the most-used language on the Internet, according to forecasts by the World Intellectual Property Organization. 

b) Economic and Political Importance: Chinese growing presence as both an economic and political power further increases the importance of Mandarin as a global language. China’s tremendous economic growth creates new opportunities and challenges for businesses. China accounted for one third of global economic growth between 2001 and 2004. China is also an immense market for world goods and services, and a vital supplier to world manufacturers and consumers. China’s political importance in the Asia-Pacific region is broadly acknowledged. Businessmen who can speak Mandarin will have an advantage in the business world. 

c) Cultural Importance: China has a major international cultural presence, in literature and cuisine, music and film, dance and art, religion and philosophy, drawing on its tremendous heritage to enrich our present. A fluent speaker of Mandarin will be able to share in the richness of Chinese culture.

The A-level course is aimed at students with an interest in languages and an IGCSE Mandarin at A or above.

At GIS, we offer the new Edexcel Advanced Subsidiary GCE in Chinese (8CNO1) and Advanced GCE in Chinese (96CNO1) for examination in June 2009 and June 2010
The new AS-level has one 20 minute paper and one 2 hour 30 minute paper. The A-level has one 2 hour 45 minute paper. 

AS-Level consists of Unit 1 and Unit 2. Unit 1 is the speaking component. Unit 2 has 3 sections: Section 1 – listening; Section 2 – Reading and Translation; Section 3 – Continuous Writing. 

A-Level consists of Unit 3. This has 4 sections: Section 1 – Reading; Section 2 – Translation; Section 3 – Writing; Section 4 – Research-based essay. 
AS-Level students take Unit 1 and Unit 2. A-Level students take Unit 1, Unit 2 and Unit 3.
The general topic areas include:

1, Day to Day Matters:



Food, diet, health



Transport, travel and tourism



Current affairs and media

2, Society:

Relationship, family, the generations, youth concerns



Social issues, law, justice



Leisure and the arts

3, The Working World:



Education, training and employment



Business and industry




Information technology

4, The Environment and Citizenship:



Energy, pollution and the environment



Politics and citizenship



Campaigning organizations and charities

5, The international context:



Customs, traditions, beliefs, religions



World wide problems

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
Famous Chinese people: Confucius, Yao Ming, Jackie Chan, Mao Zedong, Hu Jintao, Zhang Ziyi, Jung Chang.

Possible careers: Translator, Tourism, Teaching, International Law, International Business.
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
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	SPANISH / ESPAÑOL
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Should I? Of course you should….

After English, Spanish is the most widely spoken European language on the planet. In 25 different nations in Europe, the Americas and Africa, 425 million people speak Spanish as their native language. Allied to this, the United States is home to more than 40 million Hispanics, making it the fifth largest Spanish-speaking community in the world. Universities are keen to admit students with a broad range of interests and qualifications and employers in all industries are in urgent need of multi-lingual staff. Enhance your curriculum vitae, broaden your future employment prospects and gain a much envied skill for life.

"One language sets you in a corridor for life. Two languages open every door along the way."
This course is for students who have an interest in Spanish and an IGCSE in Spanish at Grade B or above. 

The aims of Spanish A-Level are:

· To enable students to understand the spoken and written forms of Spanish from a variety of registers.

· To enable students to communicate confidently and clearly in Spanish through both the spoken and written word.

· To form a broad range of skills, language and attitudes required for further study, work and leisure.

· To develop insight into and encourage contact with the culture of Spanish speaking countries, including the study of literary texts where appropriate.

· To provide enjoyment and much intellectual stimulation

· To encourage positive attitudes to foreign language learning and foster a sympathetic approach to other cultures and civilizations.

· To enhance intellectual and personal development by promoting learning and social skills.

Topic Areas include:

	AS:
	

	Youth Culture and Concerns:
	Music and Fashion, Technology, Relationships, Drugs, Drink and Sexual Relationships

	Lifestyle, Health and Fitness:
	Sport and Exercise, Food and Diet and Health Issues

	The World Around Us:
	Travel and Tourism, Climate, Environmental Issues

	Education and Employment:
	Secondary and Further Education, Policies and Student Issues and The World of Work

	A2:
	

	Customs, Traditions, Beliefs and Religions, National and International Events, Literature and the Arts


Assessment:

Students will be assessed across the four skills of Listening, Speaking, Reading and Writing. A2 allows the student to choose an area of study of interest to them within the Spanish-speaking world.

“If you talk to a man in a language he understands, that goes to his head. If you talk to him in his own language, that goes to his heart.”  




Nelson Mandela
DESIGN TECHNOLOGY

What will you do?


Primarily both of these courses are design based, but the emphasis is slightly different.  Resistant Materials is aimed towards students with a more technical aptitude, which will be reflected in the projects undertaken and the nature of the examination paper. Graphics with Materials lends itself to students of a more artistic nature, with the materials and knowledge content appropriately tailored top suit.  Both courses will involve making related to the projects (which students choose), but the outcomes will be very different. The expectations of Resistant Materials coursework will be working prototypes. For Graphics with Materials outcomes of a 2-D or 3-D nature using a wide range of light materials will the norm. Both courses share many common threads such as the understanding and knowledge of materials, industrial processes, product analysis and the design cycle. Hence, students will be taught in one group splitting for options with specialist teachers.

What other subjects fit in with Design Technology?

This subject fits in to three main groupings:

· Students taking Art and wishing to go on to Art College should consider Product Design as a good supporting subject, providing an opportunity to develop a portfolio of design/graphic work that can be used as visible evidence of ability in this field. 

· Students taking subjects such as Physics, Maths, and Computing Studies should see Resistant Materials as an opportunity to apply these subjects to real life situations. As with product design it provides a portfolio of work and in this case an operational artifact that can be used to impress prospective universities. For those with an interest in engineering this is the only A’ level subject to provide the experience of designing and producing an engineered product.

· As a stand-alone course D&T provides an opportunity to study and think in a different way to the more traditional academic subjects, learning problem solving skills and techniques that have applications beyond the realms of the subject.    

Entry requirements: GCSE in a D&T option is of great benefit, but not essential to be accepted on the course. 

Career Paths: With the right mix of subjects D&T supports many design-based careers such as: architecture, graphic design, web design, industrial and product design, theatre design, interior design and engineering. 

Unit 4 Commercial Product Development (des. & make)





Unit 2 Knowledge & Understanding of Product Design





Unit 1 (115 marks)	   Unit 2 (80 marks)	





Unit 3 Further Study of Product Design
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Entry requirements: GCSE in a D&T option is of great benefit, but not essential to be accepted on the course. 





Career Paths: With the right mix of subjects D&T supports many design-based careers such as: architecture, graphic design, web design, industrial and product design, theatre design, interior design and engineering. 
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Unit 1 Product Development (design & make project)





Structure of the AS Course





Structure of the A2 Course
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AS & A2 Design & Technology Courses Available











PAGE  
2

